\WPA mobile announces new ]IJIIS IOI‘ Athlnne

Athlone-based technol-
ogy start-up WPA
Mobile plans to create
20 high-value positions
as part of a E2m invest-
ment at their headquar-
ters in the Midlands
Innovation and
Research Centre (MIRC)
at Athlone Institute of
Technology (AIT).

WPA started operations -

in Athlone and Dublin a
year ago with an initial
staff of three people that
has nqw grown o 11 full-

time employees. WPA has -

also just epened a fully ser-
viced office with two
employees in the UK.

WPA. provides mobility
solutions which enable
field workers in service
companies to access desk-
top-like = functionality
while onrthe move using a
handheld device. Techni-
cians can enter orders
online, register working
hours, report on quality
issues etc through a laptop
or pocket PC.

According to the Techni-
cal Director of WPA
Mobile, Kevin Rice, "the
key to our success in the
Irish market has been our
ability to tailor the prod-
uct for individual client
needs together with the
flexibility to integrate
with any back office."

The development of
WPA's technology is being
supported by the Software
Research Centre at AIT
under Enterprise Ire-
landis Innovation Partner-
ship Programme.

“WPA -Mobile is:a.good- .-

example of ‘the type of
regionally based start up
business that Enterprise
Ireland is encouraging.
The business is export-
focused and is based on
technological innovation.
In addition, it is led by an
experienced ;management
team with strong sales'and
marketing skills.

“This capability is essen-
tial in developing 'a suec-
cessful business in inter-
national markets,” com-
mented Pat Byrne, Region-
al Director, Enterprise Ire-
land.

According to Dr Pat Mul-
hern, Head of Develop-
ment at AIT, ‘WPA is exact-
ly the type of knowledge-
intensive start-up that the
MIRC aims to support
while AIT provides a
ready-made research capa-
bility for the development
of WPAis technology’

According to WPA Direc-
tor Oliver Heaney ithe
MIRC and Enterprise Ire-
land are creating the right
conditions for the emer-
gence of high-growth

Dr Pat Mulhern, Head of Development at AIT, Oliver Heaney, WPA Mobile, and Pat Byrne,
Regional Director Enterprise Ireland.

innovative  technology
companies in the Mid-
lands. Todayis announce-
ment testifies to the
strength of the high-tech

skills base in the Mid-
lands and the confidence
of promoters in their abil-
ity to develop internation-
al software services com-

panies in the region -
drawing on locally avail-
able skills and research
resources to meet their
clients’ needs.”





