Midlands and West Enterprlse Programme 2008 now recruiting

The Midlands Innovation
and Research Centre at
Athlone Institute of
Technology is now recruit-
ing for the next Midlands
and =~ West Enterprise
Programme commencing in
March 2008,

The Midlands and West
Enterprise Programme is a
one- programme that
provides entrepreneurs
with the business skills, net-
works, facilities and sup-
ports necessary to navigate
the business  start-up
process, Participants
receive a training grant of
€6,600 and may also apply
to Enterprise Ireland for
CORD funding which could
provide up to 50% of previ-
ous year's salary.
he MIRC is now inviting

applications for MWEP
2008, Participants should
have an innovative business
idea with growth and
export potential. They
should be graduates (diplo-
ma level or higher) with a
number of years' industry
experience and have the
enthusiasm and drive nec-
essary to develop and grow
a successful business.

Ten high potential entre-
preneurs from the Midlands
are participating on the cur-
rent MWEP - products
being developed include
pharmaceutical gels, a bear-
ingless motor, a biodegrade-
able plastic, telecoms soft-
ware and a high-yielding
thermal solar panel.

John Mee's company,
SolanoTech, specialises in
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the creation and deploy-
of IP Multimedia
Subsystem based applica-
broadband and

company, the MWEP pro-
ides us with state of the art
ties and a comprehen-
sive business support pro-

gramme while Athlone
Institute of Technology pro-
vides a ready-made research
capability for the develop-
ment of our technology.
The Programme provides
the time and space to carry
out proper validation of the
business idea," said John
Mee

According to MIRC
Manager, Michael
Lonergan: "If you are a
prospective entrepreneur
with industry experience
and an innovative business
idea, the MWEP will pro-
vide you with the business
skills and support necessary
to transform your idea into
a successful bu :
Michael Lonergan can be
contacted at 090 6471882 or
mlonergan@ait.ie.






